
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 92-081

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

VENTURE CORPORATION
PORT SONOMA-MARIN
SEDIMENT HANDLING AND DISPOSAL
MARIN COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region, finds
that:

1. The Venture Corporation (hereinafter the Discharger) submitted a Report of Waste
Discharge, dated May 19, 1992, for a discharge from its sediment handling and
disposal facility. The facilities are located at Port Sonoma-Marin on property
owned by the Venture Corporation.

2. These Waste Discharge Requirements supersede Order No. 78-10, dated February
21,1978, and subsequent Amendments, Resolution 89-129, dated July 19,1989. The
prior amended Requirements are neither adequate nor consistent with the plans
and policies of the Regional Board because they were issued to the former owner,
Shellmaker Inc., were for marina maintenance dredging; thus, they did not
specifically address the operation of a long-term sediment handling facility.

3. The discharger is located immediately south of Highway 37 on the eastern bank
of the Petaluma River. The sediment drying and disposal facility consists of two
ponds, six and 10 acres in size.

4. Discharge of effluent (i.e., supernatant, decant water or return-flow water) takes
place at two weirs (Attachment B). The facility is designed to discharge an
average of 325,000 gallons per day of effluent. The design flow for the facility is
1.3 million gallons per day.

5. The discharger handles sediments which are non-hazardous but have been found
to be unacceptable for unconfined aquatic disposal.

6. Sediment is brought to the facility from dredging locations throughout the Bay.

7. Sediments are tested prior to dredging and transport. No sediments will be
accepted which are a hazardous waste by California Code of Regulations, Title 22,
Criteria.


























